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Freedom. 3 

The concept of freedom, central to Sartre’s system as a whole, is a dominant theme 
in his political works. Sartre’s view of freedom changed substantially throughout 
his lifetime. Scholars disagree whether there is a fundamental continuity or a 
radical break between Sartre’s early view of freedom and his late view of freedom. 
There is a strong consensus, though, that after World War II Sartre shifted to a 
material view of freedom, in contrast to the ontological view of his early period. 
According to the arguments of Being and Nothingness human freedom consists in 
the ability of consciousness to transcend its material situation (p. 563). Later, 
especially in Critique of Dialectical Reason, Sartre shifts to the view that humans 
are only free if their basic needs as practical organisms are met (p. 327). Let us 
.look at these two different notions of freedom in more depth 
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Ayaz Nizami Ontology is the philosophical study of the nature of being, becoming, 
existence, or reality, as well as the basic categories of being and their relations. 
Traditionally listed as a part of the major branch of philosophy known as 
metaphysics, ontology d...See More 
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